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Pub provides 
sports hub
Sports bars are notorious for their 
beer, high-energy atmospheres and 
a well-functioning staff in order 
to keep their customers happy and 
coming back. 
One of the more popular spots in San 
Jose during game days, 4th St. Pizza 
Co. has become a haven for regulars. 
With a three-and-a-half star rating on 
Yelp and the common theme of great 
service and atmosphere among the 
Showcasing 
foreign art
The art department is showcasing 
international artist William Kentridge’s 
art exhibit Universal Archive. The 
exhibition is located in the Natalie and 
James Thompson Art Gallery and will 
available until Dec. 16. The exhibition 
is different than past exhibitions, as the 
artwork is made out of linocut. 
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Trump’s illegal voters rant lacks credibility
OPINION
Donald Trump is losing sleep 
over speculation that he lost the 
popular vote in the presidential 
election by millions of votes and 
has taken to twitter to share his 
delirious thoughts.
“In addition to winning the 
Electoral College in a landslide, 
I won the popular vote if you 
deduct the millions of people who 
voted illegally,” Trump said in a 
tweet on Sunday.
The tweets came a day after 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
said they would participate in a 
recount undertaken by the Green 
Party candidate, Jill Stein, for the 
state of Wisconsin, and possibly 
Michigan and Pennsylvania.
Trump’s day-long Twitter rant 
reiterated his statement during 
the presidential campaign that 
the system was corrupt and 
fraudulent.  However, the last time 
he was making these statements, 
it was because polls were showing 
that Clinton was ahead.
Why would he continue to 
make these statements after he 
won the election?
It’s simple really. Trump is a 
fragile manchild, a narcissist who 
cannot stand the thought that 
more than two million people 
voted for Clinton instead of him. 
His tweet deck is his therapist and 
accusations about voter fraud is a 
way of massaging his fragile ego. 
His statements come with 
absolutely no evidence.
According to his tweets, Trump 
is calling for a recount in as as 
many as three states.
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NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE
THE SPEAR
SAN JOSE STATE SPORTS MEDIA COVERAGE
COMING SPRING 2017
Lunch concludes Native 
American Heritage Month
BY SHELLISE WEST
STAFF WRITER
The Native American 
Student Organization (NASO) 
put together a lunch that 
allowed students and faculty 
to interact on Wednesday at 
the MOSAIC Cross Cultural 
Center, wrapping up Native 
American Heritage Month. 
“It’s the end of Native 
American Heritage Month and 
we wanted to just have a lunch 
where we can gather with other 
Native students,” said Miriam 
Mosqueda, sociology senior 
and NASO treasurer. “We also 
have some allies here which 
is awesome so we wanted to 
come together, meet each other 
and have food.”
Mosqueda, who is from 
the Chichimeca tribe 
from Guanajuato, Mexico, 
welcomed all guests and kicked 
off introductions alongside 
Joey Montoya, graphic design 
senior and NASO president.
Each attendee introduced 
themselves and mentioned 
their affi liation with the 
Native American community. 
Whether it was being Native 
American themselves, having 
interest in joining NASO or 
simply being there to support, 
everyone was willing to join 
in allyship.  
After serving themselves 
buffalo stew — a Native dish 
— pizza and fruit, guests sat 
at small tables where they 
mingled in small groups.
The mixer was the last event 
NASO planned until spring. 
The event’s purpose was to 
close off the month in a united 
and peaceful way. 
“This was our last offi cial 
event,” Montoya said. “But a 
powwow, so a native gathering 
at SJSU, that’s going to be 
our next thing that we’ll be 
planning out.”
NASO put together numerous 
events for Native American 
Heritage Month, from an 
opening ceremony, on-campus 
speakers and a benefi t concert, 
before deciding to close off 
November with the mixer.
“I really liked how we opened 
it up with the Sunrise ceremony 
and then throughout the course 
of the month held different 
events,” Mosqueda said. “All 
of that I think was really good 
and it’s so important to have 
so that people can start to 
BARBERS INC.
Local barbershop 
supports San Jose
The sound of buzzing clippers echoed throughout 
Barbers Inc., a local downtown barbershop that 
has been in business for over fi ve years.
San Jose State alumnus Dave Diggs describes 
his experience as a business owner who provides 
unique service to the African-American 
community in San Jose. 
Only three percent of people in San Jose are 
Black, which prompted Diggs to open a business 
after having a lack of resources for black men in 
the Silicon Valley. 
“Being an African-American student at San 
Jose State you notice certain things are here and 
certain things aren’t.” Diggs said. “I felt downtown 
was underserved and I thought it would be a good 
place to open up a barbershop.” 
A shop compiled of 15 barbers, business has 
continued to spike as the holiday season progresses. 
In relation to his personal SJSU roots, Diggs 
participates and hosts open dialogue among Black 
men along with giving back. 
Diggs continues to serve his community through 
Kutz4Kidz, a effort that provides underserved 
elementary children with a free backpack and a 
haircut at the beginning of each school year. 
Hosted every week between the barbershop and 
campus, the discussion known as the Barbershop 
Talk Series brings citizens together as one. 
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Music department 
overcomes Recession 
BY DIANA SAN JUAN
STAFF WRITER
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Matthew Hinshaw (left), environmental studies senior and Miriam Mosqueda 
(right), sociology senior serve themselves buffalo stew at the NASO Mixer. 
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It is nothing new that the Great 
Recession has been tough on the 
arts. An Americans for the Arts 
study revealed that 41 percent of 
nonprofi t arts groups reported 
a defi cit in 2009, which was an 
increase from 36 percent in 2008. 
However, music programs are still 
put into effect in schools.
“Even though some schools are still 
cutting back music programs, there 
are music advocates out there,” said 
Melodie Sun, music and mathematics 
double major senior. “We’re seeing 
more and more schools implement 
music programs.”
The SJSU School of Music offers 
theoretical and hands-on training 
for students with passion for music 
to gain the experience they need.
Most music majors perform and 
teach, and many perform in school 
and after they graduate, according 
to Fred Cohen, professor and 
department chair of the School.
“Some go and work for Apple and 
other tech companies,” Cohen said, 
“They have degrees and skills in 
audio technology.”
Like many industries, however, 
connections are key, says music 
professor Michael Adduci.
“Our students obviously spend 
a lot of their time building their 
musical ability, but good written 
and spoken communication skills 
are essential too,” Adduci said. 
“Musicians primarily fi nd work by 
making personal contacts with the 
people who are hiring musicians 
and by being referred for work by 
their colleagues.”
Adduci added that behavior and 
how you treat and speak about 
colleagues are also important factors.
“Playing your instrument well 
may help you get a job, but your 
interpersonal skills are what let you 
keep that job … no one wants to 
work with someone who is unkind 
or abrasive,” Adduci said.
“Right now there are more 
students graduating from music 
schools than ever, so there is fi erce 
competition even for entry level 
jobs,” Adduci said. “I believe in 
music as a career because music has 
the power to affect people’s lives 
in a positive way, and this is more 
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The MOSAIC Cross Cultural 
Center held an event that 
encouraged students to openly 
discuss the issues with anti-
Blackness at San Jose State 
University Wednesday evening.
Anti-blackness describes 
negative thoughts or actions, 
often subconsciously, toward 
the values and objectives of 
African-Americans. 
“We do, especially at this 
campus specifi cally, promote 
and advertise multicultural-
ness,” said Chelby Gill, political 
science sophomore. “We have 
the Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos statues. I remember when 
I applied to San Jose State I saw 
pictures of Black students on the 
website, and I was really excited. 
But to get here and see how 
forgotten and unimportant and 
how small the Black community 
was ... really says a lot.”
Sociology senior Emma 
Cardenas was chosen to host 
the event as a “White-passing 
Chicana,” because she felt it 
would be more impactful coming 
from a non-Black identifying 
person. White-passing defi nes 
someone who has White physical 
features, but does not identify as a 
person of European descent.  
“She wanted to use her privilege 
as a non-Black identifying person 
to talk about this, because she 
knew if someone Black were to 
talk about it be preaching to the 
choir, possibly,” Gill said. “And 
she wanted to use her privilege 
to expose others to what anti-
blackness is.”
She highlighted how society 
instills anti-black thoughts into 
youth, which makes it diffi cult for 
people to identify those thoughts 
when they get older. 
“I absolutely believe it exists 
[at SJSU],” Cárdenas said. 
“People justifi ed the hate crime 
that happened in 2013, saying 
that it was, ‘Just a prank.’ That’s 
anti-Black because it ignores the 
fact that people were oppressed 
for years being referred to 
as ‘three-fi fths,’ and treated 
the way that the person was 
unfortunately treated.”
The legal incident Cardenas 
referred to was when a Black 
freshman student had a U-shaped 
bike lock clamped to his neck and 
called “three-fi fths” of a person 
by his three White suitemates. 
A jury found them guilty of a 
misdemeanor earlier this year, 
but none of them were convicted.
“It’s not just some nameless 
people creating this anti-Black 
structure,” Gill said. “These are 
people we are paying with our 
tuition to defend us and to serve 
us as an institution, who are still 
engaging in anti-Blackness, and 
we need to fi nd out who those 
people are, and possibly make 
sacrifi ces with our time in order to 
really break down anti-Blackness 
within our own administration, 
and take charge and take our 
power back.”
SJSU Associated Students 
President and business 
administration senior Hector 
Perea Jr. attended the event and 
shared his thoughts. 
“This spreads community 
awareness, but it doesn’t end 
here,” Perea said. “You have to 
continuously work after this. One 
of the things that stood out was 
the possibility of a continued fi ght 
against anti-Blackness.”
Cardenas said the best solution 
to ending anti-Blackness is 
“calling it out” and forming race 
solidarity. She plans to meet with 
Chief Diversity Offi cer Kathy 
Wong(Lau) to come up with a 
consensus to progress through 
this situation.  
“I’ve even had White 
administrators and White staff 
say, ‘Why do you go here?’ 
Because of the way that they treat 
black students,” Gill said.
African-Americans make 
up for 12.3 percent of the U.S. 
population. SJSU has a 3.1 percent 
African-American enrollment. 
The average rate is a 2.8 percent 
African-American enrollment for 
four-year colleges in the U.S.
recognize and acknowledge that there 
are Native students in this campus.” 
Montoya founded NASO in 2012 after 
he felt out of place at SJSU when no 
club or organization pertaining to Native 
American students existed. One semester 
away from graduating, he is proud of 
how much NASO has accomplished. 
“It’s been really good to have events 
this month,” Montoya said. “In the past 
we hadn’t had anything so I think it 
was really well. We were able to bring 
people, Native students and non-Native 
students together to think about the 
next steps with NASO.”
Soma Debourbon, sociology adjunct 
and NASO’s advisor, recognizes the 
hard work Mosqueda and Montoya, 
along with other students, have put 
into the organization and hopes the 
university will soon take the workload 
off of them.
“Amazing, I think these students are 
amazing. I don’t do anything at all, 
literally,” Debourbon said. “Joey and 
Miriam are really just amazing students, 
they’re so hard working. “I think that we 
need the university to take over planning 
events, doing that labor because students 
shouldn’t have to do that because it’s a 
lot of work and it takes away from their 
studies and stuff.”
Mosqueda and Montoya thought it was a 
successful afternoon for students to meet 
and share stories in a safe environment.
“It was good to have this little 
gathering, to share a meal with some 
possible NASO members and students,” 
Montoya said. “It was a good way to 
end the month peaceful and calm and 
just relaxed.”
necessary than ever when 
people are experiencing 
hardship … We need bridges 
and roads, and electronics and 
so on, but the arts are what 
provide a sense of value and 
meaning to our lives”
Many students have only 
had experience in high school 
band, orchestra or choir upon 
entering the School of Music, 
according to Adduci.
“It’s not how much money 
you make, it’s the change 
you’re making in the world. 
For me as an educator it’s 
[about] changing people’s 
lives, second chances for 
people, giving them the 
opportunity to come through,” 
Cohen said. “A lot of our 
students … haven’t had the 
opportunity to study privately 
for years that some people 
from other backgrounds ... 
may have had.”
Being very busy is a 
challenge for Sun regarding 
being a music major.
“One time I saw a meme 
that said ‘Hooray! It’s Friday! 
…oh wait, I’m a musician,’” 
Sun said. “As musicians, we 
laugh and joke about it, but it’s 
pretty true. We spend a large 
portion of our time playing 
and many of our nights are 
fi lled with rehearsals and gigs 
… [but] the joy I get from 
playing music far outweighs 
any challenges I have to face 
as a musician.”
Cohen described the 
department’s students as a 
“passionate bunch.”
“Nobody wants to be a 
music major just because it’s 
kind of fun,” Cohen said. “It 
starts off that way maybe for 
some people, but it’s a very 
rigorous program.”
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MOSAIC combats ‘anti-Blackness’
BY LUKE JOHNSON
STAFF WRITER
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concept was created by SJSU 
faculty members who felt the 
need to bring Black men together 
in one space.
Topics included relationships, 
politics and the recents happenings 
the United States, which  served as 
a safe place for conversation.
Journalism and Mass 
Communications Dr. Michael 
Cheers told the story of ten barbers 
that hold a chair in the shop in an 
interactive documentary. 
After watching The Barbershop 
Diaries, Roberts-Douglass, a 
SJSU counselor felt inspired and 
contacted Diggs to develop a 
space for black men on campus 
to connect.
“From day one Dave was very 
much a strong supporter of the 
initiative and until this day has 
continued to offer his space as a 
place for us to host the series.” 
Roberts-Douglass said.
Jahmal Williams who serves 
as the assistant director of Peer 
Connections, explained why he 
decided it would be beneficial 
for students. 
“We wanted to create a group 
for African-American men to 
connect, get to know one another 
and to support each other,” 
Williams said.
Tonight’s fi nal discussion of 
the year was led on campus and 
included faculty, students and 
community members.
Mediated by SJSU staff, the 
event covered any issues or feeling 
that men on campus currently feel 
as well as what students would like 
to improve in their environment.
Sociology senior Roscoe 
Bryant III, who has attended 
the series since the beginning, 
recalls his experience. 
“It provides a space for us black 
men to speak and not be judged 
about what we have to say. It is very 
therapeutic to most of us because 
we discuss a lot of issues that 
directly affect our community.”
The series will continue next 
semester for students on campus, 
and the barbershop will continue 
to be a place for students to gather 
in order to put their ideas together.
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San Jose State University sociology senior Miriam Mosqueda shares her experiences as a Native American student on campus.
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Emma Cardenas addresses a group of 54 people to discuss “anti-blackness” in the MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center Wednesday evening.
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Interdisciplinary artist William 
Kentridge was born in Johannesburg, 
South Africa in 1955. In this special 
exhibition, making its only West 
appearance, Kentridge shares new 
work inspired during the writing 
of his Norton Lectures, a series 
delivered at Harvard University in 
2012, according to the fl yer in the 
art department.
“Our art department is always 
seeking to bring innovative 
and challenging work to our 
university,” said Cynthia 
Cao, gallery coordinator. 
“It’s important for us to cover 
different mediums different 
artist materials and show artists 
from around the world who are 
very accomplished.”
Kentridge is known for his 
work as an artist because he 
deals with issues of apartheid 
in South Africa. However, 
“he’s also known for pushing 
the boundaries of printmaking, 
particularly linocut the medium 
in which the Universal Archive 
is produced, wherein gestural 
marks are achieved with an 
astounding likeness to an ink 
drawing,” according to David 
Krut Projects.
In fact, the prints began as 
simple India ink drawings, for 
which Kentridge used what 
he calls a “good brush” and a 
“bad brush.”
“I really like his work, it’s 
so different and it makes me 
want to bring my parents to 
see it,” said Alicia Gonzales, 
sophomore computer science 
student who was passing by the 
art department and came across 
a flyer of the exhibition.
Veronica Nguyen, freshman 
business student said she liked 
the tree painting. However, she 
said she had seen better artwork. 
“Maybe it’s just me, it’s creative 
but I don’t think is the best I’ve 
seen.” Nguyen said. 
His work includes coffee 
pots, typewriters, cats, trees 
and nudes that have different 
messages that reflect different 
stages in his career, according 
to a flyer about his work. 
“Based on ink sketches, these 
linocut prints shift from 
identifiable subject matter 
to deconstructed images of 
abstract marks on dictionary 
and encyclopedia pages.” 
According to David Krut 
Projects, the decision to use 
non-archival paper is very 
unique in printmaking as 
dictionary paper is thin and 
discolours over time, contrary 
to thick and paper which is 
commonly used. Also, the 
dictionary paper resists the ink, 
creating a glossy glow on the 
surface of the paper.
“Our art department is always 
seeking to bring innovative 
and challenging work to our 
university,” Cao said. “It’s 
important for us to cover 
different mediums, different 
artist materials, and show 
artists from around the world 
who are very accomplished.”
Cao said that also one of 
the main reasons for bringing 
Kentridge’s work is because 
it relates to the new changes 
happening in the department.
“The art department has hired 
new professors recently and 
that’s becoming and up and 
coming kind of field of study 
for us so it related also to what 
is changing in our department,” 
Cao said. 
The department has had 
three different exhibits 
with different messages this 
semester. “It has to do with 
the message that the artist is 
trying to communicate, every 
show that we choose has a 
different strong message that’s 
important for our community 
of artists,” Cao said. 
Christmas in the Park, one of 
the most popular attractions of the 
holiday season, ignites the jolly 
spirit in the heart of downtown 
San Jose.   
For 37 years, Christmas in the Park 
has been an annual event that brings 
people together for the holidays.
According to the Christmas in 
the Park website, the tradition 
started in the lawn of a San Jose 
resident named Don Lima who 
built the fi rst ever Christmas 
display to bring some holiday 
spirit to the community.
Now, Christmas in the Park 
is run by the City of San Jose 
and it’s a holiday staple that has 
over 40 displays,  food vendors, 
Downtown Ice and the Winter 
Wonderland events in the Plaza 
de Cesar Chavez.
This year, the San Jose’s iconic 
light tower, a fan favorite, returned 
for the fi rst time since 1915. 
Christmas in the Park board 
member John Herschbach said 
that this annual celebration tries 
to bring joy to everyone.  
“The board of directors, staff 
and volunteers put in hundreds of 
hours of work,” Herschbach said. 
“Our main goal is to create a safe 
zone for people to have a joyful 
holiday season.”
Christmas in the Park attracts 
thousands of people every year 
including San Jose State students.
“It’s a really warm-hearted 
event,” said Andrew Cenidoza, 
freshman mechanical engineering 
student. “I like all the decorations 
and the rides that are out here.”
Following the yearly tradition, 
the SJSU Alumni Association, 
SJSU Student Affairs and other 
SJSU organizations decorated a 
tree for the annual Christmas in 
the Park event.  
“I was very happy to see SJSU 
decorated trees,” said Robin 
Larson, an SJSU alumnus. “I have 
very fond memories of SJSU and 
I am always glad to see that the 
university is represented.”  
Christmas in the Park continues 
to be the place for many to share 
some hot chocolate, listen to 
some holiday jingles and visit 
Santa Claus.
“I love how families can come 
here and bond together during the 
holidays,” said Norma Tostado a 
San Mateo resident. “My favorite 
part is seeing all the little kids 
get excited when they see Santa 
or the Christmas lights.”
Christmas in the Park also 
helps the downtown economy 
by bringing more business to 
local restaurants, companies 
and attractions.
In a survey taken at the end of 
2010’s  Christmas in the Park, 
31 percent of the participants 
stated they patronize a business 
or restaurant only a few times 
while visiting the park, while 
42  percent patronize a business 
or restaurant most of the time 
during their visit.
Daniel Chesnut, a local toy 
vendor, said that every year there 
is a surge in business because 
everyone loves to come to 
Christmas in the Park.
“I have been working here for 
nine years and everyone really 
loves this event,” Chestnut said. 
“Every time I  sell a toy kids get 
a big smile on their faces and it 
lightens up their eyes.”
Downtown San Jose’s Christmas 
in the Park will run daily through 
Nov. 25 to Jan. 1 from 9 a.m. to 
midnight and it set to bring a lot 
of joy to the community. 
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SJSU Alumni Association’s Christmas tree on display at Christmas in the Park.
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TAKING
THE L
Finals is coming up quick
JUST DO IT! YOU CAN DO IT!
Ever since the introduction of 
Draco Malfoy, it’s been clear 
that J.K. Rowling’s wizarding 
world is more than capable of 
supporting stories apart from 
Harry Potter’s narrative.
‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them,’ directed by David 
Yates, is Rowling’s fi rst attempt 
at doing so.
While ‘Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them’ is set in 
1926, long before you-know-who 
left his mark on Potter, there are 
various references to the Potter 
series throughout the fi lm. This 
includes an Albus Dumbledore 
name drop and a few mentions 
of Hogwarts and apparition 
spells, which allow characters 
to teleport. Before the fi lm even 
begins, the Harry Potter theme 
song at the Warner Bros. intro 
creates a sense of nostalgia.
The fi lm also contains new 
terms such as “no-maj” (non-
magical person), and an entirely 
new set of characters.
‘Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them’ follows a 
socially-awkward wizard, Newt 
Scamander (played by Eddie 
Redmayne), during a brief stop 
in New York City while en 
route to Arizona. Scamander 
had just finished a trip around 
the world where he captured 
and investigated a variety of 
magical creatures in order to 
educate his peers about them. 
He keeps all of his creatures 
in a magical brownleather 
briefcase, which he almost 
never leaves out of his sight.
In a complicated yet amusing 
mix up, Scamander ends up 
switching briefcases with an 
aspiring baker and “no-maj,” 
Jacob Kowalski (played by Dan 
Fogler). This catches the attention 
of former Auror — or magical 
detective — Tina Goldstein 
(played by Katherine Waterston).
Subsequently, an unknown 
dark force has been terrorizing 
New York City and causing 
destruction. When Kowalski 
unknowingly sets loose the 
creatures in Scamander’s brief 
case, Scamander is tasked with 
having to recover his beloved 
creatures, while having to prove 
to the Magical Congress of the 
United States of America that he 
is not responsible for the evil that 
is ravaging New York City.
Scamander and his newly found 
friends’ hunt for his creatures is 
both unpredictable and stimulating. 
Each encounter with one of 
Scamander’s magical creatures 
is stunning in its own way. Frank 
the Thunderbird is absolutely 
remarkable. This large, golden 
creature, native to North America 
in the movie, resembles a cross 
between an eagle and a phoenix.
Another equally impressive 
creature is the much smaller Niffl er. 
The Niffl er is essentially a platypus 
with a seemingly bottomless pouch 
on its stomach. This adorable 
creature also has an unsatisfi able 
thirst for shiny objects, which gets 
the group in trouble at different 
points in the fi lm.
It is evident that Rowling put 
much more creativity into the 
creation of these fantastic beasts 
than a magical New York City. 
While Hogwarts captivated us 
with revolving staircases and 
talking portraits, New York did 
not have much magic to offer 
other than a pair of fl oating 
napkins and fl ying plates. 
‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them’ would have benefi ted 
from spending more time inside 
Scamander’s brief case, which 
would best be described as a 
mystical and boundless zoo.
The biggest problem with 
‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them’  is that it transitions too 
drastically between light-hearted 
moments and dark moments. The 
most obvious example of this 
is when Scamander performs a 
cringe-worthy mating dance to 
lure one of his creatures into his 
briefcase and immediately after 
the fi lm deals with child abuse.
It’s as if Rowling was trying 
too hard to please both the 
younger audience and the older 
audience when she was writing 
the screenplay.
This desire to please both 
children and adults is also evident 
in the choice of comedy. In one 
scene Queenie Goldstein (played 
by Alison Sudol), asks Kowalski 
not to be embarrassed when he 
fi nds out that she can read minds 
as most men think the same thing 
upon meeting her; humor very 
much directed towards adults. 
A couple of scenes later we see 
Kowalski excessively struggling 
to squeeze into Scamander’s 
briefcase as he is rather obese — 
a level of humor up to par with 
Tom and Jerry.
Various subplots develop as 
Scamander searches for his 
creatures. Some, such as the story 
of the New Salem Philanthropic 
Society, a group that claims that 
witches and wizards are real 
and dangerous, are resolved. 
Other sub-plots, such as Gellert 
Grindelwald’s story (played by 
Johnny Depp),  remain open, 
leaving viewers with questions.  
The biggest question that 
remains are the motives behind 
Percival Graves’ (played by Colin 
Farrell) hunt for the uncontrollable 
dark magic. While it is implied 
that he wants to use the force to 
start a war between “no-majs” 
and magical beings, there are too 
many dots viewers must connect 
to reach that conclusion.
However, ‘Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them’ is merely 
the fi rst of a fi ve fi lm series, so 
Graves’ mysterious mission along 
with the fi lm’s non-committal 
ending work well as they allow 
Rowling to go in any direction in 
subsequent fi lms.
‘Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them’ is an entertaining 
fi lm with an interesting plot that 
introduces viewers to a wide 
array of fascinating creatures. 
Despite its fl aws it’s exciting to 
see Rowling’s wizarding world 
expand outside of Harry Potter. 
Newt Scamander was a famed 
Magizoologist (someone who studies magical 
creatures). He developed an interest in
magical creatures due to his mother’s
breeding of hippogriffs, a creature similar to 
WKHP\WKRORJLFDO*ULI¿Q+HDWWHQGHG
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry, where he was Sorted into 
+XIÀHSXII+RXVH+HZDVODWHUH[SHOOHGZKHQ
he took the blame for a friend’s 
H[SHULPHQWWKDWZHQWWRWRRIDUDQG
endangered the life of a student. After 
leaving Hogwarts, Scamander joined the 
Ministry of Magic and worked for the 
Department for the Regulation and
Control of Magical Creatures. In 1918, 
Augustus Worme of Obscurus Books
FRPPLVVLRQHG6FDPDQGHUWRZULWHWKH¿UVW
edition of Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them. Scamander traveled to a 
KXQGUHGFRXQWULHVDFURVV¿YHFRQWLQHQWV
researching his book and observing many
magical creatures. He learned about their 
abilities, gained their trust and occasionally 
beat them with his traveling kettle if they 
got too dangerous. Scamander’s book
became a best seller which made him a 
UHVSHFWHGH[SHUWLQWKH¿HOGRI0DJL]RRORJ\
Who was Newt Scamander?
Information gathered from Fandom
Fantastic Beasts excites but lacks magic
BY FRANCISCO FRANCO
STAFF WRITER
Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology
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“Serious voter fraud in Virginia, 
New Hampshire and California - 
so why isn’t the media reporting on 
this? Serious bias - big problem,” 
Trump tweeted.
Trump’s tweets prompted 
reactions from politicians in 
those states including California 
Secretary of State Alex Padilla 
who tweeted Sunday that 
Trump’s allegations of voter 
fraud were “absurd.”
“It appears that Mr. Trump is 
troubled by the fact that a growing 
majority of Americans did not 
vote for him,” Padilla said on 
Twitter.  “His reckless tweets are 
inappropriate and unbecoming of 
a president-elect.”
These tweets are unbecoming of 
a president-elect if you were one of 
the fi rst 44 presidents of the United 
States.  Trump however, is a social 
media arsonist who needs reckless 
tweets to ignite controversy.
Often times, when Trump takes 
to Twitter to fuel his ego, his tweets 
lack credibility and citations, not 
saying that they would help his 
fallacious tirades.
According to an interview with 
Fox News, Virginia Commissioner 
of Elections Edgardo Cortes also 
debunked Trump’s accusations of 
illegal voters.
“Virginia’s election was 
well administered by our 133 
professional local registrars, with 
help from hundreds of election 
offi cials and volunteers who 
worked to guarantee a good 
experience for eligible Virginia 
voters,” Cortes said.
Perhaps Trump is using his 
Twitter as a way of distracting 
people from the fact that he lost 
the popular vote.  
If his claims that millions 
illegally voted had even the 
slightest credibility, it would call 
for a nationwide recount.
It’s no surprise that Trump’s 
claims have caused an uproar 
on Twitter to people who 
understand the difference 
between truth and absurdity.
It’s appalling that the soon-to-
be most powerful person in our 
country has such a vulnerable 
ego that he uses social media to 
spread false information, putting 
the legitimacy of our democracy 
into question.
The worst part about it all, 
though, is that when it comes to 
President-elect Donald Trump, 
these erroneous Twitter rants are 
the least of our worries.
RECOUNT
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@benjaminsiepak
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Should we be grieving Fidel Castro’s death or 
celebrating the death of the former dictator?
COUN
TERP
OINT
S
Castro should be remembered as a great leader Castro was a villain, not a hero to be celebrated
FRANCISCO FRANCO
STAFF WRITER
ITZEL CASTRO
STAFF WRITER
People shouldn’t worship the death of 
Fidel Castro, an oppressive dictator who 
took Cuba’s freedom.  
Castro, 90, the man who ruled the nation 
of Cuba for nearly 58-years, was a tyrant 
who was quick to use violence if people 
didn’t follow the ideologies of his regime.   
He ordered the executions of his 
opponents, locked up political prisoners, 
herded priests and homosexuals to labor 
camps. He enforced a one-party system 
and censored the media, according to the 
Human Rights Watch. 
Despite all the human rights violations, 
his supporters still glorify Castro 
as a revolutionary fi gure without 
acknowledging his genocidal actions 
during and after the revolution.
Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto 
and others should be ashamed of paying 
their respects to a man that has a history of 
human rights violations. 
In 1959, when Castro took power after 
his militia toppled the repressive regime 
of Fulgencio Batista, he promised free 
elections but instead continued the cycle 
of oppression.
Indeed, Cuba is one of the most 
advanced countries, but free health care 
and education is not a pass for a 58-year-
old dictatorship.   
For decades, Castro’s regime has 
caused endless repression that prompted 
the exile of millions of Cubans from the 
island.  In six decades, more than 500,000 
Cuban immigrants have entered the U.S., 
according to the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.
Many of those Cubans leave behind 
family, property and countless memories 
after escaping the island. They risk their 
lives by crossing the shark-infested waters 
of the Florida Straits in makeshift rafts to 
reach asylum in the United States.
I’ve witnessed the fear of many Cubans 
who are still stuck on the island, when I 
had the opportunity to visit their country 
this summer.  I will never forget the 
constant looking over one's shoulder, as if 
someone was watching us, before Cuban 
millennial’s opened up to me to narrate 
their lives under the Castro’s regime.
According to a poll conducted in 2015 
by Bendixen & Amandi, 75 percent of 
Cubans, including 80 percent of 18-49 
year olds, said they have to be careful what 
they say in public while only 19 percent 
said they feel they can express themselves 
freely in public.  
Most of them told me that the situation 
on the island was diffi cult. They barely had 
enough to cover basic necessities such as 
food, clothing and transportation costs. 
Many young people shared with me that 
the only positive thing in Cuba is that 
there is free education and healthcare, but 
other than that they don’t see a future in 
the island.  
In Cuba, people make the same amount of 
money whether they have a college degree 
or not; they earn the U.S. equivalent of $17 
to 30 a month, according to The Economist. 
The same poll stated that 32 percent 
of Cubans have a positive view of the 
Communist Party, while 58 percent say they 
have a negative view of the ruling party.  
More than half of the Cuban population 
is tired of the ruling government and they 
want a change in their country.    
I hope that the death of Fidel Castro sparks 
a real revolution; a revolution that will topple 
the oppressive Castro regime and that will 
grant freedom to the people of Cuba.
The CIA‘s top secret plan to get rid 
of Fidel Castro fi nally paid off — it’s 
intricate plot was code-named “Let Him 
Die of Old Age.”
I’ve always been fascinated by the many 
ways “El Comandante” averted countless 
CIA assassination attempts. According to 
Castro’s former secret service chief, Fabian 
Escalante, Castro survived a total of 634 
attempts in his lifetime.
Being a fan of James Bond movies, my 
favorite tale is the one involving Castro’s 
mistress, Marita Lorenz.
Lorenz told Vanity Fair that in 1960 
she accepted a deal from the CIA to feed 
Castro capsules fi lled with poison.  She 
managed to smuggle the pills into his 
bedroom in her jar of cold cream, but the 
pills dissolved in the cream.
Castro somehow became aware of her 
plan and asked her if she was working for 
the CIA. He then handed her his gun.
“You can’t kill me. Nobody can kill me,” 
Castro told her after she was unable to pull 
the trigger.
Why so much desperation to kill one 
man? This one man controlled a tiny island 
about the size of Pennsylvania.
One could argue the U.S was desperate to 
take him out because under the leadership 
of Castro that tiny island was able to resist 
the grip of American imperialism.
As soon as Castro came to power he began 
reducing American infl uence on Cuba. 
He nationalized American-dominated 
industries such as sugar and mining and 
introduced land reforms. Castro also called 
on other Latin American governments to 
act with more autonomy.
The U.S responded with the Bay of Pigs 
Invasion of 1961, which was a full-scale 
invasion of Cuba by 1,400 American-
trained Cubans who had fl ed their homes 
when Castro took over.
According to History Channel, the 
invasion was immediately a disaster, as 
coral reefs sank some of the exile group’s 
ships as they pulled into shore. The backup 
troopers landed in the wrong spot, and 
before long the exiles were pinned by 
Castro’s forces.
The exiles surrendered within a day 
of fi ghting and the U.S was the laughing 
stock of Latin America as a radio station 
on the beach broadcasted the whole thing.
Castro did more than stand up to 
the big bad bully. According to The 
Commonwealth Fund, he lowered 
illiteracy rates and helped turn Cuba into a 
powerhouse in health and education.
Castro is often criticized for human rights 
violations. Human Rights Watch noted that 
“Many of the abusive tactics developed 
during [Fidel’s] time in power—including 
surveillance, beatings, arbitrary detention 
and public acts of repudiation—are still 
used by the Cuban government.”
To those critics I say take a look in the 
mirror. Two books I recommend are 
Torture and Democracy by Darius Rejali 
and The Last Gasp by Scott Christianson.
Torture and Democracy is a 
comprehensive study of modern torture 
that really opened my eyes. Rejali, one 
of the world’s leading experts on torture, 
argues that democracies not only tortured, 
but set the international pace for torture.
Rejali states that dictatorships may have 
tortured more, and more indiscriminately, 
but the United States, Britain and France 
pioneered and exported techniques that 
have become the paradigm of torture 
methods that still go on today — methods 
that leave no marks.
The Gas Chamber made me question 
whether I had been taking history classes 
my entire life to learn or to have the U.S 
painted in a positive light. According to 
a chart in Christianson’s book, which 
is based on a study conducted by the 
University of Alabama, between 1924 and 
1999 a total of 594 gas chamber executions 
occurred in the U.S.
We’re defi nitely not perfect, and neither 
was Fidel Castro.  Don’t demonize him for 
his mistakes. 
Despite his wrongdoings he was an 
excellent leader who always sought to do 
what was best for his people. He turned 
a small island, previously known as the 
brothel of the Western hemisphere, into a 
country that mattered on the world stage.
“ “Many of those Cubans leave behind family, property and countless memories after escaping the island. They risk their lives by crossing 
the shark-infested waters 
of the Florida Straits in 
makeshift rafts to reach 
asylum in the United 
States.
Follow Francisco on Twitter
@francology_
Follow Itzel on Twitter
@itzelcastronews
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Why did the Mushroom 
get invited to all the 
parties?
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ACROSS
 1 Go free, in pris
RQOLQJR
 5 $LQ·WZULWWHQSURSHU
ly?
 9 Washed oneself
 14 Fencing weapon
 15 %XUJXQG\·VEODFN
 16 Much more than 
chubby
 17 %HJUXGJHU·VIHHOLQJ
 18 Cunning
 19 Perfume with a lit 
VWLFN
 20 Exaggerating Henry 
stays calm when he 
...
 23 )HUJLH·V 
real name
 24 Put away  
for storage
 25 1HZWERUQEDEH"
 28 Turns from white to 
gray
 31 Broad range of 
related objects
 33 Possessive often 
written incorrectly
 36 ,WV\ELWV\
 38 Down the hatch
 39 Exaggerating Henry  
reminisces about ...
 44 Remove,  
DVFKDON
 45 Adept one
 46 ´&RPHWRWKLQNRILW
...”
 47 “La Bamba” actor 
Esai
 50 Shows  
appreciation for 
good service
 53 %OLQNRI 
an eye
 54 Green start?
 56 Old Mercury
 60 Exaggerating Henry 
nearly fainted  
from ...
 64 *ULGLURQIDNH
 66 Fling
 67 Country lodgings
 68 Social
 69 Lyric verses
 70 $UWLVW·V 
subject
 71 Ice  
ÀVKHUPDQ·V 
KROHPDNHU
 72 Close by
 73 'LIÀFXOW 
position
DOWN
 1 7KHLQ 
a decade
 2 6OHHSHU·VZRH
 3 Thing pulled in an 
old  
voting booth
 4 Calculator feature
 5 Almanac contents, 
EULHÁ\
 6 Presently
 7 3XWVWKHNLERVKRQ
 8 Soap opera fodder
 9 It causes delirium in 
cattle
 10 First murder victim
 11 Blood feuds
 12 Nineteenth of a 
ZHOONQRZQ
 13 Sandra of “Gidget”
 21 Reserved
 22 One with  
a beat
 26 Norse goddess of 
love
 27 Plant with yellow 
ÁRZHUFOXVWHUV
29  Mama on  
the farm
 30 Adriatic,  
for one
 32 Unchivalrous man
 33 Things on  
an agenda
 34 Severe pain spasm
 35 Attempting to locate
 37 Announcement from 
WKHFRFNSLW
 40 Government pro
curement org.
 41 Any landlord with 
turnover
 42 Mo. when “Boo” is 
heard 
43 Chain of Hawaiian 
islands?
 48 Mom of  
'RZQ
 49 Church  
RIÀFLDOLQFKDUJHRI 
sacred objects
 51 Staples of many 
RIÀFHV
 52 &RPSDQLRQRIVLONV
sometimes
 55 ___ Island Red
 57 Fashion hair into a 
bun, e.g.
 58 ,W·VRIWHQ 
the last movement  
of a sonata
 59 Detail map, often
 61 A long  
time ago
 62 On the  
'RZQ
 63 Former  
communist state
 64 'UXJ 
approving org.
 65 ___ Claire, Wisc.
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Why did the Fungi leave 
the party?
Answer: Because there 
ZDVQ· WPXVKURRP
Companies prove to exceed and disappoint expectations
JASON DUNHAM
STAFF WRITER
Year after year some of the 
largest corporations in America 
fi nd themselves on multiple lists of 
companies’ worst customer service. 
Cable companies, banks, 
health care providers and mobile 
communications companies make 
up a large majority of these lists. 
Although it is sad to see that 
the customer service at these 
companies has not improved, 
much of the logic behind their low 
scores does make some sense. 
In an article for Forbes, author 
Caroline Mayer talks with Temkin 
Group, a company that surveys 
United States consumers on their 
experience working with customer 
service. Temkin surveys people 
about hundreds of different 
companies from fast food to 
airlines and grocery stores. 
Temkin explains that 
companies such as internet and 
healthcare providers have a hard 
time being customer-focused 
and that the companies fi nd their 
scores too low to be worth the 
investment on improvement.
Companies such as Amazon and 
Trader Joe’s, on the other hand, fi nd 
themselves on the positive side of 
these lists because of their ability 
to directly assist the customers 
with their issues whether it be in 
person or over the phone.
What about the companies that 
are not good enough or bad enough 
to fi nd themselves on either side of 
the list? These are the companies 
that I fi nd the most interesting.
As we move into a future 
accelerated by technology, 
why is it that companies have 
such a variation in the ease 
and responsiveness of their 
customer service? 
Just recently I had four products 
break that required working 
with four different companies 
in order to get the items fi xed or 
replaced.  What I found is that the 
ease of working with the different 
companies varied greatly.
The easiest example of a duality 
between customer service was 
returning a monitor to Newegg 
that was manufactured by Asus 
and returning a router also 
manufactured by Asus directly 
to them. 
With the monitor I simply had 
to go to the Newegg order on the 
website and fi le a return request. 
They provided me with a free 
shipping label for Fedex. 
I sent the monitor back and 
received a brand new monitor 
within fi ve days of returning the 
fi rst one. 
The router, on the other hand, 
was purchased only two months 
before it broke. This placed it out 
of Amazon’s one month return 
policy. Forced to work with Asus 
directly, I had to call to fi le a repair 
request which required me to wait 
on hold for over an hour. 
When I fi nally managed to get 
someone on the line, the customer 
service representative was clearly 
located outside the United States, 
as the call quality was so bad I 
could barely make out what was 
being said.
During the call I had to explain 
all the troubleshooting steps I 
tried, help the representative spell 
my name, address and even my 
email which required me to have 
a back and forth reading with him 
so he could get it right. 
After the representative’s 
third attempt to email me, I 
finally received what I needed 
to move forward. 
Nearly 45 minutes later I was 
able to move on to mailing my 
router. Asus required me to fi ll out 
a questionnaire stating everything 
I had already said on the phone. 
Next, I had to pay to ship the item 
to a location about a 15-minute 
drive away as the item must be 
received through the mail.
Finally, after about a week, I 
received a brand new router in 
a package that I was given no 
notifi cation was coming with both 
my fi rst and last name incorrectly 
spelled despite going over it with 
the rep mutiple times and writing 
it on the questionnaire. 
My concern is why, in the year 
2016, are companies still not able 
to provided adequate service. Asus 
has a return for repair website 
that as far as I am aware you can 
only use after you have called and 
created a case over the phone. 
It baffl es me that Asus can’t 
just use this website to provide 
customers another option to fi le 
for a return. I had to give them 
all the information I had already 
said on the phone again, on a 
questionnaire that went into the 
return box and they made me pay 
for the packaging and shipping. 
Was the nearly two hour call 
really necessary?
A TIME article written by Brad 
Tuttle, discusses the fi ndings from 
a poll by app company TalkTo 
which found that 53 percent of 
American consumers spend about 
13 hours a year on hold. 
The poll also found that 48 
percent believe that the phone 
operators are not helpful and 60 
percent feel they got nothing out 
of the call.  
Customer service practices 
are getting better, despite the 
roadblocks I faced. Social media, 
particularly Twitter and Facebook, 
have become a great way to bring 
up a grievance with a company. 
It makes the encounter public, 
allowing others to see how the 
company handles the situation. 
On top of social media, more 
customer services are utilizing 
a website for the majority of 
their returns and companies like 
Amazon allow customers to 
receive a call instead of making 
one and waiting on hold. 
I, for one, am hoping that as the 
gap continues to widen between 
the good service and the bad, 
companies such as Asus will be 
forced to step up their customer 
service department. 
Until then, I dread the day that 
I may have to return this monitor 
which proudly features a three 
year warranty. 
Shipping a one to two pound 
router is a lot easier and cheaper 
than a fragile 25 pound monitor.
Follow Benjamin on Twitter
@benjaminsiepak
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comments, the pizza joint has built up a 
reputation over the years. 
Along with two other friends, managing 
owners Rich Daly and Josh McGhie 
opened up the restaurant in a smaller space 
10 years ago and have been building it up 
ever since then. After gaining popularity 
and traffi c from customers, Daly and 
McGhie acquired the space next to the 
pizza place and doubled its size. Adding 
more TVs, a longer and fancier bar with 
better seating, made the restaurant one 
of the best places to eat on game day or 
otherwise, according to the website. 
With McGhie being a SJSU graduate 
and the place being just a block away from 
school, Daly and McGhie are big supporters 
of the Spartan teams and students.  
Cody Morgan, general manager of the 
restaurant, has worked there for the past 
six years and claims the environment 
brings in the customers and keeps them 
coming back. 
“The atmosphere is what makes it the 
best. The people that we have in here, 
our employees. Everyone’s fun, everyone 
likes having a good time,” Morgan said 
Morgan said that any and all sports 
are displayed at any given time, as long 
as customers ask for them. This means 
having as many games on at one time as 
the TVs allow. 
“As many as I can put on the TVs, but 
during Football Sunday’s, there’s ten 
football games on at 10 a.m.,” Morgan 
said. “They ask for everything. I get from 
NASCAR to boxing, NBA, horse racing, 
all that.” 
On game days, the place is usually 
fi lled almost to capacity at 200 people 
which makes it hard to get around. 
“It makes it hard to stand,” Morgan said.
The employees are a mix of SJSU 
students and regular full-time workers.
 “I love it,” said cashier Kaela Angelo. 
“It’s really fun. It makes my shifts go by 
quick with how fun the atmosphere is 
and all the customers. A lot of returning 
nice customers.”
Angelo, a junior hospitality major, has 
been working at 4th Street Pizza Co. 
for a month and a half and says it is her 
favorite job so far.
What makes 4th St. Pizza Co. so 
popular to customers is a mix of all the 
TVs on the wall to the cool decor and a 
good vibe that makes people come back 
for more.
Eric Jones, a San Jose resident, says he 
has been coming to 4th St. Pizza Co for 
three to four year and comes to the sports 
bar often.
“Pretty much every week almost...It’s 
one of my favorite places to stop when I 
come downtown,” Jones said.
He said that the vibe,  delicious pizza 
and the fact that you won’t miss any 
game while you are there is what makes 
him such a loyal customer.  
“We have 40 TVs,” Morgan said. “The 
TVs set us apart from different sports 
bars. I’ll go and change a TV for certain 
people, almost any time. You can’t fi nd 
that at other sports restaurants.” 
With just 10 years under its belt, 4th St. 
Pizza Co. has already earned the loyalty 
and trust of its customers and will keep 
growing the more its fan base does. With 
good beer on tap, a good variety of fresh 
pizza, a staff that won’t quit and enough 
TVs to display every sport known to man, 
this sports bar checks off everything on 
the list for the perfect place to sit back, 
relax and have a good time. 
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CONFERENCE HONORS
Two San Jose State players were 
awarded  Monday as the Mountain West 
Conference Players of the Week for 
the 14th and fi nal week of the college 
football regular season.
Sophomore linebacker Frank Ginda 
was named the Conference defensive 
player of the week for his performance 
against Fresno State while sophomore 
placekicker Bryce Crawford was given 
the honor for special team players.
Ginda matched his single-game, 
season-high 14 tackle effort, a feat he 
accomplished a number of times in the 
2016 season.
“It was an awesome accomplishment,” 
Ginda said. “I made that one of my goals 
last year and I actually carried it over to 
this year and it’s an honor for me to get 
that and represent the name on the back of 
my jersey and also the name on the front.”
Ginda was credited with a single-game, 
career-best 4.0 tackles-for-loss as well as 
1.5 quarterback sacks against the Bulldogs.
He said the award means a lot looking 
forward and he intends to keep it up into 
next year and continue to get better.
Special teams award-winner Crawford was 
responsible for all of SJSU’s points in the 
second-half win against the rival Bulldogs.
“I was really happy about it. I’ve been 
keeping my head down and trying make 
all my kicks and to just work with the 
whole PAT fi eld goal unit,” Crawford said.
The Frisco, Texas native said he has 
been working hard throughout the season 
to work with the fi eld goal unit, trusting 
them and perfecting the small things that 
go into fi eld goal kicking.
“I have to thank them for the award 
because without them, I wouldn’t be 
mountain west player of the week or I 
wouldn’t be kicking the fi eld goals I had 
to kick,” Crawford said.
Crawford ended the season making 11 
straight fi eld goals, putting him at 16-18 
overall with an 88.9 fi eld goal percentage. 
Throughout the entire 2016 season, 
no members of the SJSU football team, 
before Crawford and Ginda in the last 
week, had won a player of the week award.
This is just the second time since 
joining the Mountain West Conference 
in 2013 that two SJSU players received 
the conference’s Player of the Week 
award for their efforts in the same game.
With their sophomore years in the 
books, both players will be expected to 
play key roles for the Spartans next year.
Spartans given Mountain West Conference awards
BY RYAN VERMONT
SPORTS EDITOR
PHOTOS BY KAVIN MISTRY | SPARTAN DAILY
Bryce Crawford was honored as the Mountain West Special Teams Player of the Week for his 3-3 preformance 
helping the Spartans to a win against rival Bulldogs last Saturday.
Frank Ginda’s 14 total tackles earned him the Mountain West Defensive Player of the Week. San Jose State 
shutout Fresno State in the second half to get the win.
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The San Jose State women’s basketball 
team will look to rectify their season this 
Saturday against Saint Mary’s team. 
Their record now stands at 2-5. 
Senior point guard Dezz Ramos leads the 
Spartans in scoring with 18.3 points per 
game and knows the team’s weak points 
thus far.
“We’ll probably just go back and re-
watch fi lm on them and mostly just trying 
to focus really on us and what we really 
need to get better on,” Ramos said. “It’s 
mostly defense and coming out of the 
second half stronger.” 
Over Thanksgiving break, the Spartans 
traveled to Hawaii for the 2016 Rainbow 
Wahine Showdown and played in three 
games, having lost two. They want to learn 
from their mistakes and move forward 
from the losses. 
“Just trying to take in what we didn’t 
do as well against all three teams and try 
to put it in practice and continue to work 
hard every day leading up to our game on 
Saturday,” Ramos said. 
While in Hawaii and winning only one 
game, forward Hallie Gennett felt that she 
was closer to her teammates as a result 
and felt that now they knew how to work 
best together.
“I think we’re just gonna continue to 
get better and better. We saw a lot of 
improvement in Hawaii and we played 
more as a team,” Gennett said. “So I think 
for me, it’s just fun to watch and see us 
grow over the season.”
Head coach Jamie Craighead said she 
wants to get the team back on track after 
the trip, both athletically and academically. 
“So this week it was getting back from 
Hawaii getting them kind of readjusted 
to going back to classes and making 
sure they’re good from their studies 
stand-point,” Craighead said. “Then just 
getting back up and down, getting ready 
for Saint. Mary’s which is more of a half 
court team and we want to make it a full 
court game.”
Saint Mary’s, from Moraga, California, 
has too gotten off to a slow start with a 2-6 
record so far this season. 
 “I think it’s another strong big team so 
like boxing out and making sure we that 
we rebound is gonna be a main focus for 
us,” Gennett said. “I just have to, mainly 
for me is stay high energy all the time and 
have a positive attitude and just continue to 
just keep getting in shape and working on 
my shot.”
The Dec. 3 game will be played at home 
and the team has high hopes for beating 
the Gaels. 
“I think so, as long as we bring our all 
and play as hard as we can and we know we 
can, I think we defi nitely have a chance,” 
Gennett said.
When talking about practice, Craighead 
wants the team to focus on taking one 
game at a time and pacing themselves 
through the rest of the season.
“We just take it day by day, game by 
game, trying to get better through our 
preseason and get ready for Mountain West 
Conference,” Craighead said.
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Senior forward Jasmine Smith (center) warms up before a game with teammates freshman point guard Taylor 
Turney, (left) freshman Alexis Harris (back) and senior point guard Dezz Ramos (right).
Spartans return home 
to face the Gaels
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I think we’re just gonna 
continue to get better and 
better. We saw a lot of 
improvement in Hawaii 
and we played more as a 
team.
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